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Utah’s most deadly and 
costly geologic hazard

Between 1973 and 2017, an 
estimated 5826* radon-related 
fatalities occrred in Utah.

*Utah Department of Health



Radon Hazard is in Utah



Utah’s Radon Hazards

Source: DEQ; Based on average test levels
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Why Should You Care?

Source:EPA



Radon in Utah

A sampling of counties across the state

● Average radon level in Utah: 
5.3 pCi/L

● Highest radon levels measured 
in Utah: 
664 pCi/L



2021 HB 45
Recommendations to 

INCREASE PUBLIC AWARENESS ABOUT 
THE RISKS OF RADON GAS

&
MITIGATE UTAH RESIDENTS’ EXPOSURE TO RADON



• Increase Homebuyers Awareness of Radon Gas Hazards 
• Increase Utah Student Awareness of Radon and other Natural 

Hazards 
• Increase Public Awareness of Radon Gas Hazards  
• Increase Public Access to Indoor Radon Gas Test Data 
 Test Schools and Daycares for Radon
 Test Prisons and Public Buildings for Radon

Public Awareness



Where does 
Utah Stand?

Sara Israelsen-Hartley
Deseret News

January 29, 2020



Increase Homebuyers Awareness



Radon Testing 
in Utah Schools

Sara Israelsen-Hartley
Deseret News

January 29, 2020



Kids know about Radon – Let’s make it official



Where do your kids spend a 
large portion of time?

Test for Radon Every Five Years in:
 Schools
 Daycares



Where do you Spend the 
Majority of your time?

Test for Radon in:
 Public Buildings
 Prisons



Increase Public Awareness 
Education Through Outreach

● Sponsor radon education at
- emergency preparedness 
- community fairs, etc.

● Distribution of free radon gas 
test kits

● Educate about radon gas action 
limits



Mitigation
• Reduce Utahns’ Exposure to Indoor Radon Gas in New 

Construction
• Reduce Utahns’ Exposure to Indoor Radon Gas
• Increase Public Access to Indoor Radon Gas Test Data
• Increase Understanding of Background Radon Levels in Utah
• Evaluate Appropriate Level of Indoor Radon Gas 



What We Can Do
Reduce Utahns’ Exposure to Indoor 
Radon Gas in New Construction –
Adopt Appendix F (Radon Control Methods) of 

the latest adopted International Residential 
Code (IRC) in the State Construction and Fire 
Codes Act. Requires passive or active radon 
mitigation systems be installed at time of 
construction.

Adopt statewide, the Rough-In of Radon 
Control Components in New Construction of 
One- and Two-Family Dwellings and 
Townhomes in the State Construction 
and Fire Codes Act.



What We Can Do

Source: AARST

Reduce Utahns’ Exposure to 
Indoor Radon Gas –
 Require in-home testing when a 

home is sold
 Develop a no or low interest loan 

program for radon mitigation of an 
existing residential property



What We Can Do

Source: AARST

Reduce Utahns’ Exposure to 
Indoor Radon Gas –
 If the results of the radon test are 

greater than or equal to 4 pCi/L, 
recommend that a radon mitigation 
system be installed

 If the results of the radon test are 
between 2.7 - 4 pCi/L, consider 
installing a radon mitigation system



What We Can Do

Source: DEQ

Reduce Utahns’ Exposure to 
Indoor Radon Gas –
 Create a new, online radon test 

database
 Collect and archive radon test data; 

and maintain the database
 This database would distribute 

radon gas testing data by fixed U.S. 
Census block areas



What We Can Do

Evaluate Appropriate Level 
of Indoor Radon Gas –
 Commission a study to evaluate the 

EPA’s greater than 4.0 pCi/L radon 
gas action limit

 Decide whether Utah should adopt 
a stricter radon gas action limit and 
the subsequent impact



Helping At-Risk Populations
Rural Areas and Low Income Populations



• Increase Homebuyers Awareness of Radon Gas Hazards 
• Increase Utah Student Awareness of Radon and other Natural 

Hazards 
• Increase Public Awareness of Radon Gas Hazards  
• Increase Public Access to Indoor Radon Gas Test Data 
 Test Schools and Daycares for Radon
 Test Prisons and Public Buildings for Radon

Public Awareness



Mitigation
• Reduce Utahns’ Exposure to Indoor Radon Gas in New 

Construction
• Reduce Utahns’ Exposure to Indoor Radon Gas
• Increase Public Access to Indoor Radon Gas Test Data
• Increase Understanding of Background Radon Levels in Utah
• Evaluate Appropriate Level of Indoor Radon Gas 



Questions

R. William Keach, II, P.G. (Director, Utah Geological Survey)
Dr. Steve D. Bowman, P.E., P.G., (Geologic Hazards Program Manager)
Jessica J. Castleton, P.G., M.S. (Geologic Hazards Program Senior Geologist)
Eleanor Divver (Radon Program, Utah Department of Environmental Quality)
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